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Latin America: a favourable situation
•  Latin America is in a privileged position to face 

and respond to climate change challenges
–  Population of the adequate size and structure:
•  Population density (urbanization)
•  Dependency ratio and demographic dividend
•  Life expectancy and income

–  Food production:
•  Very high biological diversity
•  Large and diverse agricultural lands
•  Significant fisheries potential

–  Multiple and large sources of energy
–  Large water supply reserves and moderate 

consumption



Latin America: population
Poulation growth and density (updated 2014)



Latin America: population
Growth projections

Fuente: United Nations Population Division. World Population 2012. New York, 2013. 



Latin America: population
Dependency ratio (% less than 15 and more than 64 years old, 

updated 2014)



Latin America: health and income
Life expectancy at birth and average income per capita (2010)
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Latin America: biodiversity



Latin America: cropland per capita



Latin America: food production per capita



Latin America: share of world fish catch
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Latin America: fisheries potential

Fuente:	  Review	  of	  the	  state	  of	  world	  marine	  fishery	  resources,	  FAO	  Fisheries	  and	  aquaculture	  technical	  paper	  569,	  2011	  
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Latin America: energy consumption
Energy consumption per capita (2010)



Latin America: oil consumption



Latin America: water availability



América Latina: water consumption
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Latin America: a favourable situation
•  Diversity of diversities: adaptation capacity, 

resilience
–  Diversity of ecosystems
–  Diversity of mineral, land and forestry resources
–  Diversity of cultures and ethnical groups... but largely 

with a similar history and language

•  Social learning processes: rejection of violence 
and authoritarianism (¿slow but steady?)

•  Infrastructure flexibility: no lock-in, limited path 
dependency; possibility of avoiding convergence 
ideology?

•  Latin America has favorable material conditions 
to confront the impact of climate change	  



Latin America: challenges

•  Latin America (South America) could lead 
transition processes in the 21st century

•  To do so, it has to respond to three 
challenges:

1.  Becoming aware of the change of epoch we are 
undergoing: understanding and accepting new 
global context (environmental constraints)

2.  Building and consolidating science and 
technology capacities: advancing towards the 
knowledge society

3.  Improving the quality of political leadership: 
constructing effective, representative and 
efficient democracies

	  



Latin America: challenges

•  Raising awareness: collective reflection; long term 
perspective; willingness to question premises and 
idea of “convergence”; maintaining achievements;  
discarding conceptual ballast (change mindsets; new 
conceptions of progress and development)

•  Creation and consolidation of science, 
technology and innovation capacities: 
investments in knowledge, scientific and 
technological literacy; overcoming the three “I”s: 
indifference, ignorance incompetence

•  Construction of democratic societies: freedom, 
openness and transparency; participation, inclusion 
and solidarity

	  


